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The key positions were now in the hands of
confederates upon whose loyalty and energy he*
could rely. With Saint Arnaud at the War Office
and General Magnan in command of the Army
of Paris, he had control of the armed forces. His
confidant de Maupas was Chief of Police. Into
the inner councils of the conspiracy, which already
included the inevitable Persigny and de Morny,
were now brought Colonel Fleury and a Dr,
Veron, proprietor of an influential newspaper and
director of the Opera. But progress was slow,
for the prince, having made up his mind to strike,
once again displayed characteristic vacillation in
bringing himself to act. Twice the date was fixed,
only to be postponed. Finally, influenced by the
curious superstitious streak in his make-up, he
chose the 2nd of December, that day being the
anniversary of Austerlitz and of his uncle's coro-
nation as Emperor.

For some weeks it had been common gossip that
a coup d'etat was in preparation. In fact, the
prince himself had made little attempt to disguise
his intention, maintaining secrecy only as to the
hour and mode of its execution. Meanwhile, his
opponents had been busily engaged in planning
a similar stroke in their own interests, and their
arrangements had so far advanced that on the
ist of December, the very eve of the coup, they
were jubilantly anticipating the hour of their own